Columbus Ski Club trip to New Zealand, Australia & Fiji July and August 2005  
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New Zealand - July 28 - August 4, 2005     $1695 
  
Queenstown is the aprés-ski, adventure capital of the Southern Hemisphere. Not only is this resort town surrounded by some of the most spectacular alpine scenery, it has a whole raft of adrenaline pumping, heart-stopping activities to offer. Shoot the mountain gorge rapids by raft or jet boat, hurl yourself off bridges with a bungy cord round your ankles or ride by helicopter for outstanding views and sensational untracked powder.

Queenstown rarely sleeps. It boasts sophisticated wine bars, live jazz, top DJ’s, nights in a garden bar serving locally brewed beer or après ski in front of a roaring log fire. There are more than 160 licensed bars and cafés in downtown Queenstown. 
Details

      Air transportation between Los Angeles and Queenstown via Air New Zealand 
      5 nights accommodations at 4-star Novotel Gardens Hotel


      Welcome buffet dinner at the Skyline Restaurant including gondola ride 
      Discounts from Ski Express on lift tickets, ski & snowboard rentals & bus transfers to ski areas (2004 Photos)                      
      Discounts on local attractions, such as Shotover jetboats, Milford Sound, Doubtful Sound, and bungy jumping 
· All local taxes and fees except departure tax (about $25) 

· Fuel surcharge of $70 for Air New Zealand not included

  

Optional Pre-trip A
Eight night pre-trip extension to Australia - July 20-30, 2005  $934  
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Brisbane has emerged as one of the Australia’s most progressive centers. It has several interesting districts, a good street cafe scene, a great riverside park, a busy cultural calendar and a thriving nightlife. Known locally as Bris Vegas, the city is renowned for its sun, but it's also the arts capital of Queensland, with dozens of theatres, cinemas, concert halls, galleries and museums. 
 Sydney is Australia's oldest city. It's blessed with sun-drenched natural attractions, dizzy skyscrapers, delicious and daring restaurants, superb shopping and friendly folk. It's a city blessed with long stretches of heavenly beaches and a pleasant climate that sees over 300 sunny days a year. Sidney harbor is the defining characteristic of the city.    Its multiple sandstone headlands, dramatic cliffs, rocky islands and stunning bays and beaches make it one of the most beautiful stretches of water in the world. 
The Sidney Opera House, Australia's most recognizable icon is perched dramatically over the sea. It's a truly memorable place to see a performance, listen to a free outdoor concert or sit under a cafe umbrella and watch harbor life go by. 
Details

      Air transportation between Los Angeles and Brisbane via Air New Zealand 
      4 nights accommodations at 4-star Carlton Crest Hotel 
      ½ day city tour of Brisbane 
      Air transportation between Brisbane and Sydney via Jet Blue Airlines 
      4 nights accommodations at 4-star Old Sydney Holiday Inn 
      ½ day City tour of Sydney 
      Captain Cook Coffee Cruise around Sidney Opera House 
      Air transportation between Sydney and Queenstown via Air New Zealand 
      Optional day tour to the Blue Mountains and Australian Wildlife Park 
· All local taxes and fees including departure tax 

· Fuel surcharge of $70 for Air New Zealand not included
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Optional Pre-trip B
Includes Optional pre-trip A, plus 3 nights in Port Douglas   July 17, 2005  $422 
Queenstown Region. Port Douglas is a beach town about an hour north of Cairns. We have chosen this location as it is closer to most of the day trips in the area. So by starting the day in Port Douglas, you will save yourself the travel time from Cairns.
ATTRACTIONS:

Great Barrier Reef – SCUBA, Snorkel, Sailing Even though it is winter, the water rarely drops below 72°F (22°C).   The biggest operator in the area is Quicksilver - http://www.quicksilver-cruises.com/index.php They do it all.  Another sailing option is http://www.sailawayportdouglas.com/ 

Daintree National Park & Cape Tribulation - http://www.dctta.asn.au/ From the website: The Daintree Cape Tribulation coast is where the Great Barrier Reef and the Daintree rainforest meet, the only place on earth where two World Heritage areas exist side by side.   Mossman Gorge is part of Daintree National Park and Frommer’s recommend that you be sure you don’t  miss it. 

Skyrail Rainforest Cableway – http://www.skyrail.com.au/  Located by Cairns, this is a world first in environmental tourism taking you on an amazing experience over Australia’s World Heritage listed Tropical Rainforest canopy and deep into the forest. Kuranda Village – http://www.kuranda.org/pages/attract.html is at the top of the Cableway. It is an artist’s retreat, and you will find a lot of specialty shops. 

Four Mile Beach – Walking distance from the hotel  The beach is BIG, and typically not too crowded. The sand is packed, so it is good for beach walks. 

Details:

· Airfare between Los Angeles and Cairns, Australia via Air New Zealand.  

· Round trip transfers between Cairns Airport and Port Douglas via private coach.  

· 3 nights accommodations at Rydges Reef Resort  http://www.rydges.com/portdouglas  
· Air transportation between Cairns & Brisbane via Virgin Blue Airlines.  

· All local taxes.

· Fuel surcharge of $70 for Air New Zealand not included
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Optional Post-trip C 
Four night post-trip extension to Fiji   

August 4 - 8, 2005   $615 

Sunny, unique and unspoiled, the Fiji Islands have one thousand miles of pristine white sand beaches, fabulous coral gardens and azure lagoons. The snorkeling and scuba diving is rated among the best in the world. The Sheraton Royal Denarau, a short ride from the Fiji's Nadi airport over the causeway to Denarau Island, is a five star playground over-looking Nadi Bay. The design of the Royal Denarau echoes the lines of a traditional Fijian village. Guests stroll past lush rainforest gardens and carvings on their way to all of the rooms and suites. Pacific decor sets these rooms apart with vaulted timber ceilings, rattan furniture, hand pounded tapa cloth bed canopies, and handmade coconut soap in the baths. 
 Details

      Air transportation between Queenstown (or Australia) and Fiji via Air New Zealand 
      Welcome flower Lei greeting      
      4 nights accommodations at 5-star Sheraton Royal Denarau Resort 
      Full breakfast daily







      Optional scuba diving, snorkeling & sailing trips 
      Optional golf onsite 
      Late checkout on day of departure 
      Air transportation between Fiji and Los Angeles via Air New Zealand 
· All local taxes and fees except departure tax ($10)

· Fuel surcharge of $70 for Air New Zealand not included
[image: image3.png]



  
	Australia only Option
(eleven night trip to Australia)   Port Douglas, Brisbane, and Sidney as shown above                
July 17-30, 2005    $2511 
	Australia and Fiji only Option  (sixteen night trip)    Port Douglas,  Brisbane, Sidney, and Fiji as shown above.    July 17- Aug 4, 2005    $3271  (5 nights in Fiji)


 
 $1,500 deposit at signup and $500 per month payments.   Balance due by April 17, 2005.    

 (Payable to Columbus Ski Club)   (Prices shown are based on 2 to a room)

Note- Prices shown are from Los Angeles. We will obtain pricing from Columbus to LAX.   CSC Cancellation policy plus all non-recoverable costs. 


Trip Leader: Barbara Ledford  E-mail:  bledford@insight.rr.com 

Weather at this time of year:

Port Douglas, AUS:       70 – mid 80s   - low of 60s at night

Brisbane, AUS:              60 – mid 70s   - low of mid 40s at night

Sydney, AUS:                50 – mid 60s   - low of 40s at night

Australian winters are fairly mild, but can be a bit rainy.

Queenstown, NZ city:   mid 30 – 50s   -  low of mid 20s at night

                     Hardly any snow falls in the city of Queenstown

NZ Ski Resorts:           at least 10 degrees lower than city temperature

Fuji Islands:                  70 – mid 80s   - low of mid 60s at night, tropical 

Things To Know/ Do
· We strongly recommend Travel Insurance.  FYI - If you buy it within 7 days of your initial payment on the trip, it has a more complete coverage, including covering pre-existing medical conditions.  Travel Guard at http://www.travelguard.com/ is the #1 brand.  Also,  www.specialtyRisk.com  and   www.tripinsurancequotes.com
· Check your passport.  Do you have one?  When does it EXPIRE?  Passports have to be valid when traveling 6 months BEFORE the EXPIRATION date on the passport.  Be sure to get the process started now.  It takes at least 6 weeks.   Your trip leader will need two photocopies of your passport.

· Get a United Airlines FF#.  Air New Zealand is a partner with United Airlines.  

· You can use a credit card.  Visa and Master Card are the most widely used.   Most cards use a posted daily exchange rate from the same source.   

· An ATM –debit card is really the best to use.   ATM machines will give you one of the best exchange rates and they give you that countries currency.

· Get some really good noise-canceling headphones.  And be sure to test them for effectiveness before you go!  They may help on the flights.  

· Get a travel book and read up on our destinations.  It is worth the investment.    Frommers is great as is their website.  http://www.frommers.com/  

· Purchase a phone card for any calls you may want to make.  Make sure these are International phone cards and you know how to dial out.   Mango phone card is cheapest at 28 cents a minute from some places.

Additional Notes:
Ski Shuttle from Queenstown to 


Coronet and Remarkables

$18
45 min trip


Cardrona and Treble Cone
$35
1 ½ hour trip

Ski Express is our agent in New Zealand.   http://www.skiexpress.com.au/newzealand/queenstown.shtml 

http://www.skiexpress.com.au/newzealand/index.shtml 

Ski Express Silver and Gold Passes have to be brought BEFORE the trip 

and assigned to a SPECIFIC person.
